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ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINES 
PUT TO THE TEST 

L 

By Rev. Stephen L. Testa 



The Rev. Lorenzo Palmieri, a converted Catholic 
priest of the Province of Avellino, Italy, in his desire to bring 
his fellow countrymen to the knowledge of the truth, pub- 
lished some years ago a challenge to the priests of Home to 
prove that the distinctively Roman Catholic doctrines and 
practices can be found in the Bible. 



Rev. Palmieri selected a list of about 100 questions 
concerning these doctrines, and to any Roman Catholic, priest 
or iiiym.iti. who could answer these questions with pertinent 
verses from the Scriptures he promised, first, a prize for each 
answer, the aggregate total amounting to 25,000 Italian I ires 
for the 100 questions; and, secondly, that if he were shown by 
Holy Scriptures to be wrong in his Biblical faith he would 
return with all his converts to the Roman Catholic Church. 



Though this offer was sent to every parish priest in 
Italy, and the booklet ran into three editions, not one Roman 
Catholic priest or layman has as yet come Lo Rev Palmieri to 
claim any of the prizes, or to demand that he return to 
Romanism. What is the reason? Because the Roman Catholic 
doctrines and practices cannot be found in the Bible, but are 
rather severely condemned by the Word of God. 



The Bible, being the Word of God and the depository of 
truth concerning the Christian faith, the conclusion is 

inevitable that any church not founded upon the Bible is not 
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the true Church of Christ, no matter how pow- 
erful, wealthy or numerous it may be. T,et this serve as an 
eye-opener to sincere Roman Catholics who will depend upon 
those doctrines and practices for their souFs eternal salvation. 



I earnestly believe that this challenge and offer should 
be made to Roman Catholics in America and that the same 
/fit opportunity bo extended to them to prove their religion. Their 
,. ' salvation may be at stake. It does not pay to be uncertain 
/j £ about the truth. I have translated and re-written the ques- 
tions in English and have undertaken to present Rev. 
Palmieri in America. I make hereby in his name the same two 
promises Rev. Palmieri made in Italy, that is: First -One 
Thousand Dollars for the one hundred questions answered, or 
Ten Dot I an* t$10.UU> for each question answered, with a perti- 
nent verse from the Bible (even the Catholic Douay version? 
which clearly teaches or inculcates that particular Roman 
Catholic doctrine or practice to Christians The prizes will he 
given in cash to the first Roman Catholic who brings those 
proofs, or the mnnay will be paid to any charitable institution 
designated by him. 



Secondly, if any Roman Catholic priest or layman con 
vinces me, by the Bible, that I am wrong in my Protestant 
faith, shows me that Jesus Christ founded the Roman 
Catholic Church, and that the Virgin Mary, the Apostles and 
primitive Saints and Martyrs were Roman Catholics, ! 
promise to return to the Roman Catholic Church. This is a 
fair proposition, and is made in good faith. I leave it to his 
sense of justice and fair play that he should do the same, i e.. 
he should be converted to the Biblical Faith when it is clearly 
shown to him that the truth i.s on our side, that ours is the 
Church which wob founded by Christ, and that the Roman 
Church is a later innovation. 



II. 

THE ONE HUNDRED QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE CHURCH 

Whoever Proves by the Bible 



1. That Jesus Christ founded the Roman Catholic Church, 
._ instead of His church. i Read Matthew 16:18.) 



2. That the teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church of today arc the same as those of the primitive 
Apostolic church which was the Biblical Christian 
church. 

ft That the Church of Rome is the Church Jesus Christ 
founded, that ia, (a) the ONE identical with the true 
Biblical church; <b) HOLY, i.e., made up of saints set 
apart from the world and working for the spiritual 
j| redemption of humanity; <c> APOSTOLIC, i.e., in hav- 

; : ing hfru taitlifui to the faith, preaching and practice of 

'J the Afujstles; id) CATHOLIC, in that her present dog- 

mas were at all times universally held by all Christians; 
(e) BIBLICAL, in that she has adhered strictly to the 
teachings of the New Testament. 



4. That unrepentant sinners, such as thieves, assassins, 
adulterers, backbiters, deceivers, blasphemers, idolaters, 
etc., can also belong to the Church of God. (Read 
Ephesiaus 5:5; Apoc. (Rev.) 22 15; Romans 1:29-32) 



5. That there is^no salvation outside of the church of Rome. 

fReao< ^ctsTT2l John 14:6.) 



Will receive ST 0,00 for each one proved right. 
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NOTE ON THE CHURCH: The l*rd Jesus Christ founded 
His Church (Matthew 16: 18) He was u» bo the Head, &« Holy 
Spirit, the Cuide. and the BiMc its only rule of faith and prac- 
tice. It wan made up of His followers who were born again and 
pledged to continue His work of redemption in the world, It 
was CATHOLIC in that it was designed for all the people of 
the earth. Thp Church remained pure and faithful to the 
Gospel for about 300 years, -which was the golden age of mar- 
tyre and saints, who were persecuted by pagan Home. After 
the so-called conversion of Emperor Constantine (310 AD.) 
when Christianity was declared the state religion, multitudes, 
of pagans were admitted to the Church by baptism (sprin- 
kling) alone, without conversion They brought with them 
their pagan rites, ceremonies and practices which they gradu- 
ally introduced into Ihe Church with Christian names, all of 
which corrupted the primitive faith and the Church became 
Romanized and paganized What makes a Church truly 
Catholu is ite adherence to the Gospol "f Christ and the 
Apostles 1 Creed. The Roman Church has added Popery and so 
many other pagan doctrines and practices that many peopj e 
think it is no longer either Christian or Catholic. The 
Reformer* saw that/the Church had become the Biblical 
-Babylon' or the "Apostate Church' 1 clearly foretold in the 
Bible and ultimately Jo_b^imnJshed and destroyed III 
Tft^^^^^-ar^^ff Timothy 4tf && #*!*&* 1? an** i8 >' 
and from which God calls His people to come out. saying, 
'. - .Come out of her. My people, and be not partakers of her sins, 
'land tknt ye receive not of her plagues." (Revelation 18:4) The 
Reformation of the 16th century was a protest against those 
pagan doctrine*, a wholesale withdrawal from the official 
Church and a return to tto primitive Catholic Christianity of 
the New Testament. The Roman Church today can become 
again a truly Catholic Church by renouncing Popery and those 
dogmas and practices which arr- contrary to the Word of Cod 
and holding fast to the primitive foundation, on which basis 
the reunion of all Christian Churches could be realized The 
name Catholic, when applied 



to tie Roman Church exclusively, ib a misnomer, for it bgfi&L* 
those Protectant Churches which hold fast to the Bible and 
the Apostles' Creed without any addition whatsoever. 
(Revelation 22:1B-19) 



The true Church is invisible, made up of truly con- 
verted people who are to be found in all the visible churches 
and whoso names are written in heaven, and the visible 
churches exist to train saints for the kingdom of Christ. (Luke 
10:20; Apoc. (Rev) 21:27) 



ABOUT ST. PETER 

Whoever Proves by the Bible 



6. TTiat St. Peter was a Pope. 



7. That he exercised the office of pope in Rome for 2ft years 
as they claim. 



8. That he wait the visible head of the Christian church. 
fRead Matthew 20:26-28, and I Peter 5:1) 



9. That he received from the Lord the primacy of jurisdic- 
tion over the entire Christian church. 



10. That these prerogatives were then transmitted by Peter 
to the Bishops of Rome as his successors down to the pre- 
sent day. 



11. That St. Peter ever asked or accepted gift* of money "to 
gather unto himself a treasury of silver and £ oW " to he 
called "The Treasure of St. Peter." or "Peter's Pence." 
(Read Acta 3:6; 8'20> 



12. That St. Peter ever accepted worldly honors, such as to 
be borne about on the shoulders of men on the "scdia ges- 
totoria." the kissing of his feet and many other honors 
used by pagans. (Bead Acts 10:25-26.) 

Will receive $10.00 for a Scriptural answer 
to each of the above Catholic teachings. 



NOTE ON ST. PETER: St. Peter was a never Pope, 
nor a priest, not even a Roman Catholic. He was a Jewish 
fisherman in Palestine and a married man. His brother 
Andrew brought him to Christ the first time and he became a 
convert. » disciple, and later was made an apostle. He made 
the first confession that "Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God" and Jesus made this declaration the foundation of 
His church He was a very impulsive but sincere man. He 
made many mistakes and once he was called "Satan" by Jesus. 
Later he denied Jesus thrice, hut he repented confessing his 
Sin to Jesus directly (Matthew 4:18-20; 16:18-23; 26:69-75;. 
By his preaching at Pentecost 3,000 Jews were saved, and 
after that he continued to be a plain open air preacher and an 
elder. He protested against the Jewish priests who wanted to 
forbid him to preach the Gospel in Jerusalem. By this protest, 
he was the first Protestant of Christianity (Acts 4: J 7-20; 5 27- 
30). He preached mostly to the Jews. The Bible does not men- 
tion his ever having been at Rome. He preached the Gospel of 
Christ fearlessly, saying that Jesus Christ alone is the head of 
the Church and the only Name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved. He also urged and recom- 
mended the reading of the Scripture* (Acts 4:12, 1 Peter 1:23, 
2:2 and 5:1.) 
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ABOUT THE POPE 

Whoever Proves by the Bible 



Vs. That the word "Pope" is in the Bible, except its synonym 
as the anti-Christ- {Read II Thessalonians 2:3-12; 
Revelation 17:1-10.) 



14. That the Pope of Rome is the successor of St. Peter. 



1ft. That the Pope is the Vice-Cerent of God upon earth and 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ. (Read II ThesaalonianB 2:3- 
12) 



16. That the Pope is infallible. (Romans 3:9, 10, 23) 



17. That the Pope ought to be e»Hwi "Holy Kather." {Read 
Matthew 23:9 and John 17:1 1 .) 



18. That the Pope can canonize saints, i.e., make saints out 
of person* long since dead, some of whom were criminals. 
(Read II Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; and Colnssians 
1:2.) 



19. That the Poj>e ought to have temporal unsw, with sol- 
diers and armed guards, and have political sway over all 
the nations of the earth. (Read John 18:36.! 



20. 



That the Pope can excommunicate churches and individ- 
uals, release entire peoples from being subject to kings 
and republics, and place whole nations under ban. 



2 1 . That the Pope can oppose the unity, liberty and indepen- 
dence of nations, as he- did in Italy, with his pretensions 
on Rone, the capital of United Italy. 



22. That the Pope can grant or sell indulgences, plenary or 

partial, for pood works done. (Read Mark 2:5-10. » 



23. That the Pope can proclaim a Holy Year every twenty - 
five years with the promise of special indulgences and 
remission of sins to those who go to Rome to visit certain 
churches there. (Isaiah 1:12-17) 

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 



NOTE ON THE POPE: The word "pope" is not round in 
the New Testament. This title of Pope was refused by 
many holy bishops in the early centuries of the church 
who thought it was the sign of the anti-Christ, and was 
first given to the Bishop of Rome in 610 by the wicked 
emperor Hhocas. All the pretensions of the Pope are 
blasphemous according tn the spirit and letter of the New 
Testament. St. Paul and St John wrote of anti-Christ 
who was to appear in the world. The Pope fits that 
description in many ways, though he is only a forerunner 
Of the future anti Christ. (Read II Xhewaliinjau* 2:3-12; 
Revelation 13:1-18. Set* notes on Apocalypse Chapter 17- The 
woman on the scarlet heast. [The New American Catholic 
Bible, 1952] ) 

ABOUT PRIESTS 
Whoever Proves by the New Testament 

24. That Jesus instituted a hierarchy of priests for His 

Church as a special class, separate from the people. 

except Apostles who were to preach the Gospel. (Read 

Matthew 10:18: 23:5-12 .) 

S 



25. That God instituted and ordained any other than: 
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors (Bishops, 
Riders), teachers, and Deacons. (Ephesians 4-11-12; 1 
Timothy 3:1-13; 5:1; Titus 1> 



2fi. That bishopB, deacons and priests cannot marry, (Read 
I Timothy 3:2, 4, 11; 4:3), and that a priest though 
unmarried, should be called "Father." (Read Matthew 
23:9) 



27. That the priest is a very powerful person; "more power- 
ful than the angels, more than the saints, more than the 
Virgin Mary; even more than Jesus Christ himself, for 
He has to obey the priest's bidding; and is second only to 

Almighty Cod." (Read II ThessaJonians 2:4; Romans 
1:220 



28. That bishops and presbyters ought to say Mass and hear 
the confessions of the people, and that the people would 
gO to the priests to confess their sins at least once a year. 
(Read Psalm 51:1, 32:5; John 14:6.) 



29. That Jesus ever instituted cardinals or any order of 
monks, nuns, monsignors, abbots, ett. 



30. Where does Jesus (or His Apostles) recommend that peo- 
ple separate themselves from society to do penance and 
become monks, or that women be cloistered in convents 
and be forbidden u> speak with or even to see tht:ir own 

parents? (Read Luke 1G;M2; Matthew 5:13-ltU 



Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 
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NOTE ON PRIESTS: Prieftte, ae Bishops, Pastors and 
Elders, are allowed in the New Testament, but not as 
"saccrdoLes" or sacrificers at the altar. Christ is the only 
High Priest who lives forever and whose priesthood is 
not passed to another, nor can Hia sacrifice be repeated 
(Hebrews 7:21-28; 10:231. They arc simply preachers 
and servants of the people, and not their masters. 
According to St. Paul, they should be married men and 
have children, otherwise they could not rule the Church 
of God. I ** it not be forgotten that priests were the ones 
who condemned Christ to death. Let the Roman Catholic 
priests be real ministers of God, to preach the Gospel and 
educate the people, and they will receive the praise of 
God and men. (Read I Timothy 3:1-3; Acts 20:17-36.1 

NOTE ON CONFESSION. Confession of sin» is rec- 
ommended all through the Bible, bat always to God and 

never to man. Judas Ireariot is the only example in the 
Bible who confessed his sins to the priests and then 
hanged himself (Matthew 27: 1-5). All good Christians 
confess their sins to God as soon as committed, and never 
let a day pass without confession of sins at the evening 
prayer. Public confession wa? practiced in the early 
Church and it is still practiced in testimony meetings in 
Protestant Churches and Missions. Secret or auricular 
confession is also practiced, but to obtain comfort and 
direction; never for the purpose of obtaining forgiveness 
from man, for only God forgives fiiHR (Psalm 51; Mark 
2:5-11; Matthew 11:28; I John 1: 6-9) 

ABOUT THE MASS 
Whoever proves by the Bible 

31. That the Mass was instituted by Christ. 
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32. That Jesus or the Apostle!} said Mass. 



33. Thai Mass is a sacrifice and a daily repetition of the sac- 
rifice of Christ upon the cross. (Read Hebrews 10:10-18.) 



34 That the Mass is identical with the Holy Communion or 
the: Lord's Supper. (Read I Corinthians 11:23-27.) 



35. That it is a mortal sin not to po to Mass on Sunday and 

other feast days. 



36. That the Mass and <)tht?r church services should be recit- 
ed in Latin or any language which the people do not 
understand. (Read I Corinthians 14:9-19.) 



37. Tti at the Mass can be said for money at various stipulat- 
ed prices. (Read Matthew 108.) 



us. 



39 



That the Maes can be said for the benefit of the living 
who pay for having it said, in order that they may receive 
divine favors, have their sins forgiven and an easier 
access into heaven when thev die. 



That the Mass gives repose to the souls of dead people 
who are supposed to be burning in Purgatory. (Read 

latkc 23:43.) 



Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 
right. 



11 



NOTE ON THE MASS. There is no valid objection to the 
words and prayers used in the Mass, but there is great 
abjection to the doctrine »r the Mass as the Council of 
Constance tl4l4) and the Council of Trent (1545) teach. 
This service in the primitive church consisted in prayer, 
singing of hymns, the reading of the Bible, preaching of 
the gospel and celebration of the Holy Communion. 
Claims for the "Mass* that it is a repetition of the sacri- 
fice of Calvary, wherein Christ is daily called down from 
heaven into the host, crucified anew and then eat*n up 
alive by the Priest is repugnant to reason, against the 
Bible and the only mystery is that there are still many 
intelligent people wh« believe it. I wonder if this is not 
"the mystery of iniquity" St. Paul foretold in II 
Thcssslomans 2:7. 



ABOUT THE HOST 

Who Can Find in the New Testament 



40. That the wafer and not bread and wine, was uscn by 
Jesus when lie instituted the Lord's Supper. "Read 

Matthew 26:26-28.) 



41 . That the wafer in the hands of the priest is changed into 
the real body, sou! and divinity of our Lord. (Read 

I Corinthians 11:26.) 



42. That the living Christ said to be in the host can be eaten, 

locked up in the tabernacle or carried about by the priest 

anywhere he pleases- 
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43. That the consecrated hoBt or wafer, even if broken up 
into a thousand pipers, each such particle contains the 
entire body of Jesus Christ alive. 



44. That in the Holy Communion, the wafer alone Bhould be 
used, and not both element©, bread and wine, as they 
were used by Christ and His Apostles. (Read t 
Corinthians 11:23-28.) 



45. That the priest a) one is to partake of the consecrated 
wine at the communion, but the same in to be denied to 
the people who receive only the wafer, (Read Matthew 
26:27.) [The Roman Catholic church has since changed 
this position and now permit its people to partake.] 



46. That the Mass should be said and the Holy Communion 
be given only in the forenoon nnd that this should be pre- 
ceded by a fast, tltead Matthew 26:26 2 ft; 1 Corinthians 
11:34.) JIq modern times this has been changed.] 



Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 



NOTE ON THE HOST: The institution of the Lord's 
Suppnr is very clear and plain '1 Corinthians 11:23-29). 
Jesus used bread and wine to represent His body and 
blood. Every communicant was to receive communion in 
both elements. The institution was a memorial of Ilia 
death and in remembrance uf Him For centuries the 
communion was given in both species— even in the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is still so given in the Greek 
Orthodox and Protestant Evangelical Churches to this 
day. 
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ABOUT THE VIRGIN MARY 
Whoever Proves by the Bible 



47. That the Virgin Mary was conceived without sin. I R*>ad 
Romans 3:10-23; Luke 1:46-47.) 



48. That the name of her mother was Anna, and that "St. 
Anne" is the protectoress of women at childbirth. 



49. That Marv is to be called the Mother of God. 



50. That Mai? is the door of heaven, the dispenser of divine 
grace, the morning star, the co-redeemer with our Lord, 
etc. (Read John 10:9; 14;6; Isaiah 43:11.1 



51. That Mary in her lifetime ever claimed or accepted such 
divine titles for herself, except "blessed" and "handmaid 
of the Lord." (Read Luke 138, 48.) 



52. That Mary ever promised people to pray for them or to 
be protectwes6 of any individual or nation. 



53. That Mary ever asked and obtained from God any favor 
far anv sne of her devotees. 



54. That Mary ever asked anyone to be her devotee, to pray 
to her, to worship her, and build shrines ami churches in 
her honor. (Head John 2:5. ) 
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55. 



60. 



That Mary did not instead, say to the attendants, "Do 
whatsoever Jesus says unto you," (John 2:5), the same as 

Protestants say today. 



56. That Mary was ever a Roman Catholic herself 



That Mary was not a convert from the religion in which 
she was born and raised. (Read Luke 1:38, 11:27-28.) 



SS. That Mary was taken up into heaven body and soul. 
(Read John 3:13.) 



59. That from heaven Mary can hear the prayers of those 
who invoice her upon earth. 



63. 



That "hyper-Julia" worship should be given to Mary. 
(Read Matthew 4:10.) 



61. That Mary is to be called by so many different names and 
titles -at least 57 different titles in Southern Italy alone, 

so that the common people think there are as many dif- 
ferent madonnas competing with each other. 



62. That statues and pictures should be made of Mary, and 
shrines and churches should be dedicated to her. (Road 
KxoduG 20:4; Leviticus 26:1; Deuteronomy 27:15.1 



That it is permitted to earn* Mary's supposed images and 
statues publicly in the streets to be worshiped by the peo- 
ple who burn candles to her and pin dollar bills to her 
dress at such processions. 
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Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 



NOTE ON THE VIRGIN MARY: The Virgin Mary is 
one of the most holy woman found in the Bible She is 
dulv respected and truly honored by all Evangelical 
Christians. Her example and experience ought to be fol- 
lowed by all Roman Catholics. This is how she was 
saved: She was familiar with the Bible. She believed the 
Word of God and accepted the message from God through 
the angel Gabriel at the annunciation She was a con- 
vert to the new religion and left the religion in which she 
was bom and reared. She decided upon this change for 
herself without consulting the Jewish priests or her rel- 
atives or friends She traveled miles and miles to visit 
Elizabeth who had the -same religious experiences as 
herself She gave hnr grateful testimony to God in the 
beautiful hymn, the Magnificat. She advised the ser- 
vants to do whatsoever Jesus said unto them She took 
part in prayer meetings with the disciples, received the 
Holy Ghost with them on Pentecost and took part in the 
open-air meeting that day when 3.000 persons were con- 
verted and baptizrd. She lived and died a model 
Christian. In her lifetime, the Virgin Mary never once 
act*d like a Roman Catholic would, but always spoke and 
acted like a Protestant Christian of our time. (Read 
Luke 126-56; John 2:5: Acts 1:14 J Praying to her and 
celebrating pagan festivals in her honor, under many 
names and titles, is an insult to her and she would be the 
first to protest against such practices. 

ABOUT SAINTS 
Whoever proves by the New Testament 
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64. That saints are only those in heaven who have been can- 
onized by the popes, and that all true believers in Christ 
upon earth are not yet saints til! years after death. 
(Read II Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 
1:2.) 



65. That saints in heaven can hear the voice of those who 
pray to them upon earth. 



66- The saints in heaven are advocates and mediators 

between God and man. (Read I John 2:1; I Timothy 2:5.) 



67. That "dulia" worship should be paid to saints and feast 
days be celebrated in their honor. (Bead Revelation 
19:10.) 



68. That it is allowed to make statues of the Madonna and of 
saints to remind us of them. (Read Isaiah 44:15-19: 
Leviticus 16:22.) 



69. That it is lawful to carry these images in public streets, 
to have people bow down to them, light candles and shoot 
bombs and fireworks in their honor. "Read Exodus 20:4; 
Isaiah 44:15-19.) 



70. That such DULIA and HYPER-DL'LIA worship of the 
saints and Mary is not idolatry which is expressly for- 
bidden in the Bible. (Read Matthew 4:10; Leviticus 26:1; 
Exodus 20:4-5.1 



7 1. Where do you find in the Bible that dead bones and other 
relic* of supposed saints arc invested with miraculous 
power* and shou!4 be carried around, be prayed to, 
kissed and worshiped hy the people. That is fetishism, 
not Christianity. 



72. Did any true saint while on earth ever request or recoov 

mend that he or she be prayed to, worshiped and thus 
honored? Did they ever do this to other saints? 



73. Did not St. Peter and St_ Peul expressly refuse such idol- 
atrous honors and forbid them? (Read Acts 10:25-26, 
14:8-18.) 



74. Were any of the true saints, such as the apostles, evan- 
gelists and the early Christian martyrs Roman 
Catholics? 



75. Were not nearly all the saints converts from the religion 
in which they were born, and vjctc they not ProtosUnts 
in the real sense of the term? CRead Matthew 4:17-22; 
Acta 4:18-19, 91-20.) 

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 
right. 



NOTE ON THE SAINTS: In the New Testament all 
believ.rs it* t'hrist on earth are called saints, though not 
necessarily perfect. They become saints by their conver- 
sion to Christ and their obedience to Him. God makes 
them saints. Their names are written in heaven and 
they need not be canonized by the Pope. None of these 
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76 



77. 



mints ever attracted people to themselves, but always 
directed them to Jeaus, the Saviour of the world. They 
would be the first to reject the idoJatruup worship which 
Roman Catholics pay to them, thinking to honor them 
There arc many more sainta in heaven that the Pope rec- 
ognizes, and many of those which the Pope has canonized 
are not saints at all. If anyone can prove the contrary, he 
is welcome to the prises offered. 

ABOUT PURGATORY 
Whoever Proves hy the New Testament 



That them is such a place as purgatory of fire. (Read 

Matthew 25:46.) 



That the fire of purgatory ifl equal in temperature to the 
tire of hell, as priests say. 



78. That even very good Roman Catholics cannot expect to 
go straight to heaven after death, but must burn in those 
flames of purgatory for on indefinite time in order to be 
purified from their sins- (Read I John 1;7; Luke 23:43; 

John 14:3.) 



79. That the souls in purgatory can be refreshed and their 
term of suffering shortened by prayers said for them, 
memorial services. Miseries, De Profundis, litanirs. 
alms-giving, indulgence*, and especially by Masses said 
for money paid to the prieats. (Psalm 49:6-8) 



SO. That Christians can work out their liberation from pur- 
gatory by doing certain works during their lifetime, and 
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that if these works are not sufficient, then their friends 
and relative* can do such works for them or have Masses 
said for the repose of their souls. 



81. That those souls, while horning in atrocious torment hi 
purgatory, can hear and answer the prayers of their 
friends upon earth who invoke them, and help them. 



82. That the souls in purgatory can pray to God and obtain 
favors for others, but not for themselves. 



83. That those souls are visited every Sunday by the Virgin 
Mary. (Luke 16:26) 

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 
right. 



NOTE ON PURGATORY: Purgatory is an invention 
of thw Roman hierarchy, pure and simple. Not one iota 
ofit is found in the N'ew Testament. Such doctrine would 
be a contradiction of the words of Christ, who says that 
His believers go straight to heaven whc:n they die (Luke 
23:4.'J; John 14.3 1. It's a libel on the efficacy of the blood 
of Christ which "clcanseth us from all sin." It would 
make God unjust to allow only those souls to get out of 
purgatory more quickiy who can afford to pay for Masses 
said for them, either by leaving the money for that pur 
puse before th«V die or by having their relatives and 
Mends fiirnisb the money when they are dead. Because 
of this doctrine, the poor Catholic has no comfort or con- 
solation at death, because he sees nothing but flames 
and suffering before him. So different from the 
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Protestant view; the Christian dies happy for he expects 
to be with Jesus in heaven (Acts 7:55-60; II Corinthians 
5:8) 



ABOUT GOOD WORKS 
Whoever Proves by The Bible 

84. That salvation can be earned by meritorious works or 
works of supererogation; or secured by means of the 
priests, the sacraments, or the intercession of the Virgin 
Mary and the saints. (Head (Sslatfans 2;16; Epbesians 
2:8-10.) 



85. That such meritorious works arc those prescribed by the 
church, such as having Masses said, attending Mass, 
reciting certain prayers, such as (he rosary, litanies and 
novenas. fasting, abstaining from eating meats other 
than fish on Fridays and other prescribed days, making 
pilgrimages to shrines and wiping the floor of such places 
with the tongue, etc. (Read Isaiah 1:12-18.) 



S6. 



That a person can perform works of supererogation 

(which are merits over and a bove those needed by such a 
person for salvation.). 



37. Otiat such extra merits or works of supererogation are 
bequeathed to the treasury of merits uf the Roman 
Catholic church to be dispensed by the Pope in the form 
of indulgences to those who need more merits than they 
have earned by such works. 
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88. That one must abstain from eating meat on Friday or 
other prescribed days under pain of eternal damnation. 
(Read I Corinthians 10:25; 1 Timothy 4:15; Matthew 
15:11. {Eliminated in modem times }} 



89- That, by paying money to a priest for a dispensation, you 
are free to eat meat any day, and that by paying money 
for a dispensation, marriage can be performed even 
a m on g relati ves . ( Rea d Acts 8: 20 . ) 



90. That malting a sign of the cross is a means of grace and 
drives away the devil (Read Matthew 4: X0-1 1 . > 



91. That by wearing scapulars and medals <sr> '.hf body the 
wearer ia protected from drowning and other bodily 
injuries. 

Will received $10.00 for each one proved 
right. 



NOTE ON GOOD WORKS: It in only by the grace of 
God, through faith in Christ, and not one's good works 
l"le5t any man hoasT 1 *) that salvation comet*. Good works 
arc the result of saving faith and the necessary evidence 
of faith, but they are never meritorious nor are there any 
works of supererogation. The only merit* God recognizes 
are the infinite merits of the perfect wc-rk of Christ who 
suffered and di^d for us and "by whose stripes we are 
healed." Our good works cannot merit salvation, for they 
are aji -fi [thy rags* bt fore God, Those who try' to be saved 
by their good works have fallen from the grace of God 
and have no part in the salvation wrought by Christ. 
{Read Gaiatians 2:10; 5:4..' 
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ABOUT PRAYER 
Whoever Proves by the Bible 



92. That prayers may be offered to others besides the Triune 
God {Read Matthew 6:6; John 16:23-24.) 



93. That prayers can be repeated mechanically, and that the 
same prayer should be repeated many times, such as the 
rosary (Read Matthew 6:7; Jsaiah 1;15.) 

94. That the Lord's prayer, which is addressed to God the 

Father, may also be addressed to the Virgin Mary and to 
the saints. (Read Matthew 6:6-13.) 
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96. 



97. 



That prayerfi in a prescribed number can be recited for 

penance or expiation for sins committed. 

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 

ABOUT BAPTISM 

Whoever Proves by the Bible 

That baptism by mere sprinkling of water on the head of 
a babe or adult person makes him a Christian, washes 
away original sin and saves the soul. (Read Mark 10:13- 
16) 



That children should be baptized soon after birth, for if 
they die without baptism their souls go to ^Llmbo*. 
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9&. That in baptism, besides the water, the priest has to use 
consecrated oil, salt and his own saliva to anoint the 

child, 



Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 
right. 

ABOUT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

Whoever Proves by the Bible 



99. That it is not lawful for laymen to read the Bible without 

the pennifiBion of his parish priest. (Read John 5:39, 
Matthew 23:13.) 



iJO TTiat tradition h^fi th* lame authority as the ^jim^^ 
Scriptures. (Read Mark 7:7-13; Colossiana- %m; 
Revelation 22:18 and Matthew 15:9.i 



Will receive $10.00 for each one proved 

right. 



BIRTH CERTIFICATE 

of some Roman Catholic Inventions and 

Heresies 



NOTE - The* dales are in many cases approximate. 

Monv of these, heresies had been current in the Church 
yours before, but only when they were officially adopted 
by a Church Council and proclaimed by the Pope as 
dogma of faith did they become binding on Catholics. 

At the Reformation in the I6rh Century these heresies 
ware repudiated as having no part in Christianity as 
taught in the New Testament. 
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J. 



in the year, A 



Prayers for the dead 

Making the sign of the cross 

Worship in Latin language 

Worship of Mary and saints 

Worship of the cross, images and relics 

Baptism of Bella 

Fasting on Fridays and in Lent 

Fabrication of holy water 

Marriage of priest forbidden 

Rosary beads invented 

Sacrifice of the Mass Eleventh 

Sale of Indti Igences . . 

Transubstantintion of wafer 

Adoration of the wafter ... 

Auricular Confession of sins to the priest 

Cup forbidden to people at Communion 

Purgatory proclaimed 

Apocryphal books added to the Bible 

Immaculate conception of Mary 

Infallibility uf the Pope 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary 

RUmination of abstaining from meat on Fridays 



n joo 

. . 300 
600 
. . 788 
.. 788 
. . 965 
.. 998 
• . 1000 
. . 1079 
.. 1090 
Century 
-. U90 
• - 1215 
. 1220 
1215 
- 1414 
. . 1438 
. 1546 
. 1664 
. 1870 
. 1950 
1990s 



What next? Still the Roman Church claims 
never to have changed! 

III. 
CONCLUSION 

1. AN APPEAL TO PROTESTANTS 



Brethren: Do not think that the Roman Catholic 
Church is all wroog. It had much truth in it. It teaches 
somewhat about the fundamental doctrines of the Bible, 
such as belief in the Triune God, the universality of sin, 
the incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension of our 
Lord: that Christ died for sinners, and that the Bible is 
the inspired Word of God, the Virgin birth of Christ, the 
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death of Christ ifl an atonement for sin; the return of 
Christ; and future judgment. In fact, it teaches belief in 
■ill the articles of the Apostle? Creed- These fundamen- 
tal doctrines of the Christian religion are common to all 
churches and are truly CATHOLIC in the sense that 
they are held by the Roman Catholic, the Greek 
Orthodox and the Protestant Evangelical Churches. 

However, the Roman Catholic Church 
has added many false doctrines and prac- 
tices in the course- of ihp centuries which completely 
hide those fundamental saving truths. The Reformation 

in the sixtieth century was primarily a protest made by 
sincere Catholic* against these falsi* dortriii.--;. innova- 
tions and practices, authority for which thi-y con In not 
find in the Bible. Thus they withdrew from the 
Romaru>,ed church, to return to the primitive Apostolic 
Evangelical church of Christ U is as reasonable to 
expect that a Catholic should become a Protestant, us it 
if reasonable and normal for an elementary schon! jrrjifi- 
uate to enter high school; but it is as inconceivable tor a 
Protestant to becume a Roman Catholic as for a high 
school graduate to wish to return to the kindergarten 
class. 

But, please do not hate Roman Catholics. They do 
not read the Holy Bible as Protestants are encouraged to 
do. and so cannot distinguish truth from error, I plead 
for tolerance and brotherly love. Sympathize with them. 
Remember that Christ died lor them as well as for you. 
They are "the other sheep" which our Lord Jrsus is 
yearning to bring into His fold f John 10:10. Give them 
the Gospel and a copy of this booklet which will open 
their eyes You will find that many sincere souls, priests 
as well as laymen, will turn to Jesus Christ alone for 
their salvation, and get out of the wicked religious sys- 
tem of Catholicism. 
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2. AN APPEAL TO ROMAN CATHOLICS 

Dear Friend: I know just what you believe and how 
you feci in these mattery for I was formerly a Roman 
Catholic myself J can sympathize with you. I wanted to 
be 6aved from my sins and was seeking the truth. If I 
had to have a religion, I wanted the religion which Christ 
and His Apostle?; preached, and which the Virgin Mary 
and the early saints believed and practiced. God and my 
conscience- told me that the true religion is to be found in 
the Holy Bible, for that is the only book that tells of the 
religion which Jesus and his Apostles preached. Upon 
reading the Bible, especially the New Testament, I did 
not find the distinctively Roman Catholic doctrines and 
practices therein, but to my utter amazement. I found 
that such doctrines and practices were severely con- 
demned. (See Haruch from the apocryphal book .) I 
found it clearly stated that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
only Saviour for sinners and that He is ever willing and 
able to save me and others, independently of priests or 
popes or dead saints. The Holy Spirit led me to pray to 
Jesus in the words of St. Peter, "Lord save me" {Matthew 
14:30), and in the worda of the publican, "Lord, be merci- 
ful tome a sinner" (Luke 18:13 & Romans 10:9-10). The 
blessed Lord Jesus saved me, forgave me all my sins and 
gave peace to my soul. Do you blame me that now I love 
the Lord Jesus more than I love any other being upon 
earth or in heaven? Now I can exclaim with the Virgin 
Mary -"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoiceth in God my Saviour" (Luke 1:46-47). 

After my conversion. I had occasion to visit a Paulist 
priest who was conducting a "mission" to non-Catholics 
in Brooklyn and asked him a few questions. 1 told him if 
he proved to me from the Bible frven the Catholic Bible) 
that the apostles Peter and Paul, the Virgin Mary and 
the early martyrs and saints were Roman Catholics as he 
was, or that the Roman Catholic Church was the same as 
the early Christian Church. I would return to the Roman 

27 



Catholic Church then and there. He told me to read a book by 
a certain French author -which would prove that the Roman 
Catholic Church of today is substantially the same as that of 
the early centuries. I answered that I wanted proof from the 
Word of Ood. He could not prove it from the Bible (nobody 
can), but 1 showed him with the Bible that my beliefs were the 
same as that of the Virgin Mary and the early saints and mar- 
tyrs, for T believe as they did. 

My friend, let me tell you there is no use trying to find 
verses in the Bible to answer the 100 questions in this book- 
let, for they are not there. The Roman Catholic Church may 
have been Christian and Apostolic in the early centuries. Had 
she remained faithful to the fundamr-nlal sax ing truths of the 
Word of God. she would be truly Christian and Catholic today 
and there would have been no need of tiie Protestant 
Reformation. But she altered so many things and added bo 
many pagan doctrines and practices, culminating in the Creed 
of the Council of Trent • 1545) and in the Syllabus of ft»pe Hu> 
IX 11864). which even condemns civil and rcJieious iiimtv; 
and as late as 1870 with her doctrine of papal infallibility, 
that a lot of people deny to her even the righi to be called a 
Christian church at all. This is why so many Roman Catholics 
become Protestants and the Protestant Evangelical Church 
claims to be older than the Roman Catholic Church, just as 
the. Bible and the Apostles' Creed are older than the Vatican 
Councilof J 870A.D.. 

What you desire most of ail, aside from all controver- 
sies, is the salvation of your soul. I assure you that the Lord 
Jesus Christ wants to save you now just as you are. for He 
says: "Come unto Me, all you that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28) Pray to Him with 
all you heart, even with the three short words that St. Peter 
used and millions of others have used ("Lord save me," 
Matthew 14;30), and you will hear His sweet voice in your 
heart, "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee." 
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(Matthew 9:2) Then your life will be really happy, and you 
will thank the Lord for your salvation just as the Virgin Mary 
did when *he exclaimed in the Magnified. -My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour." 
(Luke 1:46-47) 



As regarding controversial doctrines, do not bother 
about them or burden yourself with them. Let theologians 
discuss them. You hold to the fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian religion. As they wens sufficient for the Apostles 
and early Christians, they ore sufficient for us. Read the Bible 
<A.V. 161] editionl every day. pray and obey its divine pre- 
cepts to the best of your ability with the help of God. 



You should attend church regularly. As to which 
church to attend, remember that it ia not the Protestant 
Church or the Roman Catholic Church that saves, but the 
l^rd Jesus Christ. Accnpt salvation from Him, and then you 
need to find a good church that: (1) Preaches and Leaches 
from the Holy Bible, that is, the 1611 King James Version- 
Sec II Timothy 4:2; <2) One in which believers are 
Scripturally baptized in water fall the way under, not sprin- 
kled i See Acts 8:25-40. <3) One that is interested in seeing 
the lost come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, that i6, 
one that passes out gospel tracts and goes out door-to-door 
soul-winning on a regular basis. See Matthew 28:19-20. Acts 
1:8 and Acts 2:*M7; <4) One that follows the Bible in all 
things in separation from the world and worldly things. Sec 
II Corinthians 6:11- 1 fl, Romans 12:1-2, I John 2:15-16: 

(5> Please be advised that in this evil day most Protestant 
d em rmi nations are very liberal and do not believe in the Bible 
SS we are instructed by find. So then, there are very few Bible 
believing churches to choose from. Our suggestion would be to 
choose an independent fundamental unregistered Baptist 
church. Most of these kinds of churches are true Bible believ- 
ing churches where Jesus. God and (he Holy Spirit dwell. 
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If God leads you to join such a church, do not hesitate 
to obey, for it would be a promotion for you. Millions of others 
have done it before you. Please remember: it is not a virtue to 
remain in the religion in which you were born. It is instead a 
duty to embrace Christianity as God shows you. Jesus 
demands conversion (new birth) for every one. Usui ah 55:6-7; 
Mark 1:16; John 3:3) It does out matter whether one is born 
the first time a Catholic or Protestant, a Jew or 
Mohammedan. Nearly all the saints and martyrs were con- 
verts from the religion in "which they were born and you would 
be in good company to become 3 born -again 
Child of God. God bless vou. Amen. 



For further consultation and instruction, please con- 
tact Fundamental Baptist Publications at 7399 North High 
Street. Co!umbus Y Ohio 43235 and Bible rtady material and 
help? will be sent to you to further enlighten vou and puide 
you in God's way of salvation, peace, joy and Heaven 



THE WAY OF SALVATION MADE PLAIN 
BELIEVE THESE FACTS 

1. You are a lost sinner and cannot save yourself. 

"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
(Romans 3:10-23) 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of sinners. 

"Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners)" 

(I Timothy 1:15) 

**1 have come to seek and save that which was lost." ( Luke 
19:10) 

3. Jesus wants to save you now. 

"Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. {Matthew 11:28) 

"Now is the accepted time: now is the day of salvation - " 

iinn» n:S 



III Corinthians fi:2) 
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